





The Biosolids Value Chain is a sequence of steps associated with the
production of biosolids from solids removed during wastewater treatment.
For the Metro District, these include planning, wastewater transmission

and pretreatment, wastewater treatment and solids processing, biosolids
processing, biosolids handling and transport, and biosolids recycling and
alternatives. These processes impact the quality and stability of biosolids and
their suitability for the selected management method.

Progress Toward Goals & Objectives

The Metro District’s EMS goals
and objectives are established
based on the NBP’s four desired
outcomes, which relate to

the commitment to continual
improvement, the Metro District’s
Biosolids Reuse Policy, and
public input.

Accomplishments:

e Maintained 100% compliance
with all biosolids regulations
and other requirements

e Completed the Biosolids
Long-term Effects on Alluvial
Mine Tailings Study near
Leadville, Colorado

* Responded 100% of the time

METROGRO Farm

* The Metro District
beneficially reused 100%
of its biosolids in the year
2008 by utilizing privately-
owned and METROGRO
Farm land application
sites, on-site composting,
and transporting biosolids
to A1 Organics, a private
composting facility.
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within 48 hours to queries and
complaints from the public
and the media

Completed 13 performance
audits of standard operating
procedures and identified
areas for improvement
Voluntarily registered compost
and biosolids as a fertilizer
with the Department of
Agriculture

A total of 27,190.76 dry tons
(120,411.50 wet tons) of
biosolids was distributed for
2008.

(continued from page 2)

the annual USGS Stakeholders
meeting. Other outreach
activities included the annual
METROGRO Farm picnic, a
booth at the annual Colorado
Farm Show and the Home

and Garden show. Students,
regulators, environmental
organizations and other
interested parties participated
in tours of the METROGRO
Farm and the Robert W. Hite
Treatment Facility. Staff

also presented at the Water
Environment Federation’s
national Residuals and
Biosolids Specialty conference.
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Program Conformance Check

Conformance checks help to verify that the
program is achieving its goals and identify areas
that need improvement like meeting requirements
or guidelines in policies, plans, procedures,
operational control targets, or other guidelines
that form the basis for the biosolids management
program. An incident or situation for which legal,

voluntary, or EMS requirements are not met would

be considered a nonconformance — an opportunity
to improve in a specific area. One area for
improvement was identified related to managing
the distribution of biosolids under various
operating conditions at the plant; the conformance
check resulted in revised protocols to guide day-
to-day District decision-making on biosolids
distribution.




